
Weddings at Norcliffe Chapel Styal 

 

 

 

Norcliffe Chapel is a historic Unitarian Chapel set in an attractive garden within Styal 

Village and close to Quarry Bank Mill. It is an extremely popular choice for weddings.  

If you are thinking of getting married in a religious setting you may be wondering what a 

Unitarian Marriage Ceremony is like. This leaflet is a brief introduction to answer some of 

your questions, and to help you arrange your special day. 

Who can marry at a Unitarian Chapel?  

Whether you are single or divorced, of mixed faiths, of same sex, or no particular faith, you 

can be married, provided you are legally free to marry, and the Minister is convinced of your 

sincerity, your commitment to each other and your reverence for the vows you will be 

making. You do not need to be a formal member of the Chapel; however, it is the law of the 

land that you must declare that this Chapel is your normal place of worship. To qualify for 

this, you will need to attend our services on a regular basis *before your wedding and sign 

the wedding book to prove attendance. *Due to the pandemic, we can discuss this in more 

detail. 

What is the marriage service like?  

There is no one “standard” wedding service. Every wedding is religious in nature, has similar 

overall structure and is within the Unitarian tradition, but it can be adapted by the couple 

and the Minister to best reflect the character of your relationship. There are certain words 

that are set by the “Legal Requirements,” but the ceremony will be personal and may 

contain a choice of music, readings, and words of commitment.  

More information  

The best way to get more information about marriage ceremonies is to contact the Wedding 

Secretary (Natasha Stanley) for an informal discussion.  

Email: norcliffesecretary@gmail.com 

Phone: Phone: 07985 259883 

mailto:norcliffesecretary@gmail.com


Where Can I find out more about what Unitarians believe?  

We would recommend that you look at the following sites: • 

 www.unitariansmda.org.uk  

www.unitarianchristian.org.uk  

Home - The Unitarians  

• Norcliffe Chapel Styal – Facebook  

 

What to do next.  

You will need to speak with the Wedding Secretary to secure your booking with a non-

refundable deposit.  

 

Once a date for the wedding has been agreed, you will be asked some questions about the 

ceremony you would like. The Minister will then follow this up with you and assist in the 

final preparations for your special day.  

Make an appointment at your local registry office, as soon as your wedding 

date is 12 months away, even if you are in the Cheshire East District.  

You will both need to attend the appointment, and there will be a fee to pay 

direct to them.  

As soon as you have been, we must have the paperwork (Marriage Schedule). 

Without this, we cannot conduct the wedding. 

Practical Arrangements  

The Chapel Organist, Alan Myerscough is available to discuss your choice of hymns: 

ajtmyerscough@gmail.com  

In addition to the organ, if you wish to play your own music via CD or phone, you must 

provide your own equipment, and any sound system must be PAT tested.  

Frequently asked questions  

Can another Minister (e.g., a relative or friend take the service?  

Other Minister’s may give a reading, but the ceremony must be conducted by a registered 

Minister of Norcliffe Chapel.  

Are photographs and videos allowed in Chapel?  

https://www.unitarian.org.uk/
mailto:jtmyerscough@gmail.com


Photography is allowed, but without flash. Videos are allowed, but please discuss your 

requirements with the Wedding Secretary. No drones are to be used under any 

circumstance.  

What Marriage services do you offer?  

We are registered to conduct Weddings (including same sex), Blessings and Renewals. 

 

Useful Information   

   

 Only the wedding car, and Blue Badge holders, may drop off at the lychgate. They must 

then park in the main car park.  

How many guests does the Chapel seat?  

The Chapel can seat 100-120 people. This is the limit for comfort and safety considerations.  

Where can guests park?  

Only the formal cars for the main wedding party and for disabled guests may drive up to the 

Chapel’s lychgate. Guests are asked to use the National Trust Car Parks in Styal Village or to 

park on Altrincham Road. There is also free parking at Quarry Bank Mill, and it is just a short 

walk over to the Chapel.  

Is there a postcode for the Chapel? 

The postcode SK9 4LH will get you to the vicinity of the Chapel and surrounding area.  

Can guests throw confetti?  

There are no petals or confetti to be thrown in Chapel. Please only throw confetti outside 

the Chapel grounds, which are beyond the lychgate. We ask that the confetti used is 

biodegradable and non-metallic, to protect the nearby grazing stock.  

How many guests does the Chapel seat?  

The Chapel can seat 90-100 people. This is the limit for comfort and safety considerations.  

Where can guests park?  

Only the formal cars for the main wedding party and for disabled guests may drive up to the 

Chapel’s lychgate. Guests are asked to use the National Trust Car Parks in Styal Village or to 

park on Altrincham Road. There is also free parking at Quarry Bank Mill, and it is just a short 

walk over to the Chapel. Only the top section of the carpark (Roadside)at Norcliffe is for the 

chapel. The 1st section is for residents of the neighbouring cottages. 

Is there a postcode for the Chapel? 

The postcode SK9 4LH will get you to the vicinity of the Chapel and surrounding area.  



Norcliffe Chapel has just the one bell, which will be rung on the bride's/groom’s arrival and 

as the wedding party departs after the service. 

 

 

 


